
Dear Friend,

The JCA Annual Meeting is a time of looking forward and looking back. As I prepare for that meeting and reflect 

on my two years as JCA’s President, I take great pride in what our volunteers and 80 staff members have 

achieved and in the institutional partnerships that we have nurtured and created.

• We launched the Senior Center Shuttle of Montgomery County and a door-through-

door escorted transportation program.

• We ran 50+ Employment Expos in Fairfax and Bethesda.

• We received our first-ever grant from the Fairfax Consolidated Community Funding Pool.

• We received two partnership awards from Fairfax County.

• We opened new SeniorTech Computer Training Centers in the Microsoft Stores of 

Tysons Corner and Pentagon City.

• We began the Village Rides Program of Montgomery County to expand the number 

of volunteer-provided rides.

• We helped Montgomery become one of four “Communities for a Lifetime” in the 

United States by winning a national, intergenerational award.

• The Slingshot Guide, a directory for philanthropists, named our Career Gateway 

Program as one of the nation’s best services for women.

• In collaboration with Washington Jewish Week, we released a new Senior Resources 

Guide each quarter, distributing thousands on line and in print.

• We honored Doris Kearns Goodwin, Richard N. Goodwin and Sally Quinn with our coveted Productive Aging 

Awards. And we honored Arlene and Robert Kogod and the Hon. Sidney Kramer with Humanitarian Awards.

• We served more than 31,000 local seniors through programs that included Interages®, the Misler Adult Day 

Center, the Samuel Gorlitz Kensington Club, the Senior Community Service Employment Program and the Rose 

Benté Lee Senior HelpLine.

• And we benefited from the extraordinary support of 800 volunteers.

Some of those volunteers will probably chastise me for failing to list other accomplishments. They are right to 

do so! JCA has performed so many good deeds and we do so with such regularity that I sometimes forget to 

say “Wow!”…and “Thanks!”

I will say both of those things at our Annual Meeting & Awards Ceremony on September 9, where JCA will 

release its 41st Annual Report. That report will present more information about our successes as well as the 

funders and colleagues who made them possible. I hope to see you at that meeting to say “Thanks!” in 

person. You will find your Official Invitation inside this newsletter.

In appreciation,

Samuel G. Kaplan, President
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“I haven’t had this much fun since my bar 
mitzvah!” exclaimed the Hon. Sidney Kramer as 
he received the JCA Humanitarian Award of 
2014. An adoring audience gave the great man 
the standing ovation he deserves. And what an 
audience it was! Lawmakers past and present 
joined scores of other admirers in paying tribute 
to this astute fiscal manager and businessman 
who had been a member of the Montgomery 
County Council and Maryland Senate and who 
was Montgomery’s third County Executive. He is 
also a Life Member of the JCA Board.

Shown in the top picture from the left are just 
a few of his fans and friends: Michael Subin 
(Executive Director of the Montgomery County 
Criminal Justice Coordination Commission and 
a former member of the Montgomery County 
Council), Montgomery Councilmember Nancy 
Floreen, Sid himself, Isiah Leggett (Montgomery 
County Executive), Councilmember Phil 
Andrews, Councilmember Roger Berliner, and 
Doug Duncan (former County Executive). U.S. 
Senator Ben Cardin came to pay his respects. 
Letters of praise arrived from U.S. Senator 
Barbara Mikulski, U. S. Congressman Chris Van 
Hollen and Maryland Governor Martin O’Malley.

The Humanitarian Award was one of many 
highlights at this year’s Productive Aging Award 
Dinner, which we held on May 4 at Washington 
Hebrew Congregation. Hundreds of attendees 
and dozens of sponsors contributed generously 
through the Dinner to support JCA.

“Retirement isn’t in my lexicon,” said Productive 
Aging Award-winner Sally Quinn, shown above 
with event chairs Linda Rosenzweig (left) and 
Susan Finkelstein.

Sally is the bright and bold journalist of Washington 
Post fame, a dazzling Georgetown hostess, a best-
selling author, and the wife of The Post’s Ben 
Bradlee. During the evening, Sally discussed 
her newly discovered Jewish roots, the pride she 
takes in the accomplishments of her special needs 
son, and the importance of “On Faith,” a blog 
about religion that she started seven years ago. 
She remains an active blogger today and a living 
testament that intelligence, ability and spunk 
know no age.
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“i Haven’t Had This Much 
Fun Since My Bar Mitzvah!”



For 41 years
the Jewish Council for the Aging

has been working to make the National Capital Area
a great place to grow up and grow old!

Join us in celebration at our

41st Annual Meeting & Awards Ceremony
on Tuesday, September 9, 2014

A festive reception will begin at 6:15 p.m. in JCA’s Albert & Helen Misler Adult Day Center 
on the terrace level of Ring House

1801 East Jefferson Street in Rockville, Maryland.
(Free parking is available at Ring House and next door at the Charles E. Smith Jewish Day School.)

After the reception, we will host a short program  
in the Ring House Social Hall 

just a few steps from the Misler Adult Day Center.

All are welcome without charge. • Business attire.

Pre-registration is appreciated but not required.

To pre-register or for special accommodations, 
contact JCA Special Assistant Tina Lunson at 301.255.4242 or tlunson@AccessJCA.org.
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The numbers are mind-boggling: 4,167 jobseekers met with 128 exhibitors and attended 30 
workshops. Such was the combined impact of our 50+ Employment Expos. We held the first of these 
on May 12, in Montgomery County. Bob Levey, an award-winning journalist, delivered its keynote 
address. We held the second (shown below) on May 30, in Fairfax. Dr. Joyce E. A. Russell keynoted. 
Joyce is Vice Dean of the Robert H. Smith School of Business at the University of Maryland.

Jobseekers, employers, elected officials and educators praised the programs. So too did the Fairfax 
County Office of Public Private Partnerships (OP3), which honored JCA for collaborating with AARP, 
Senior Employment Resources, the SkillSource Group and others and “for contributing to the quality 
of life in Fairfax County.” (And this was the second OP3 award that JCA received this year!)

In Montgomery, however, the tables were turned; there, JCA was the awards-giver. With the County’s 
Department of Economic Development and Workforce Investment Board, we presented Experience 
Counts Awards to the National Institutes of Health, Sandy Spring Bank and Adventist Healthcare while 
spotlighting such age-smart strategies as flexible work options, eldercare referrals and seminars, and 
management training on generational differences.

“JCA is especially grateful to the Montgomery County Department of Health and Human Services and the 
Morris & Gwendolyn Cafritz Foundation,” said David Gamse, JCA’s CEO. “The essential funds they provided 
us demonstrate their faith in JCA and in older workers. They helped make these programs possible.”

Connecting Seniors to Jobs
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A publication for the generous friends of

100-year-old Lillian Kairys led the conga 
line and wouldn’t stop dancing at this year’s 
intergenerational Senior Prom. We thank BBYO 
(a membership organization for Jewish teens) 
and Charles E. Smith Life Communities’ Ring 
House, Revitz House and Landow House for co-
sponsoring the Prom with us. We also thank The 
Jewish Federation of Greater Washington for 
making this a part of Good Deeds Day 2014!

Join us at our next Prom on March 15, 2015, at 
JCA’s Albert & Helen Misler Adult Day Center 
in Rockville.

dance! dance! dance!

“The generation gap is nothing new — the phrase 
was coined in the turbulent ’60s,” said The Gazette 
newspaper on June 4. “And Austin Heyman, an 
octogenarian who lived through that era, has spent 
the last three decades trying to close that chasm. On 
Tuesday [June 3], the Bethesda man’s efforts were 
recognized when he was awarded the 2014 Margaret 
Cutler Intergenerational Leadership Award from 
the Jewish Council for the Aging in Rockville....” 
The award acclaimed his leadership in developing, 
implementing and supporting intergenerational 
programs in Montgomery County. 

JCA feted Mr. H, the founder of our Heyman Interages® Center, at an annual volunteer luncheon 
that celebrated the Center’s 225 volunteers. He is shown here (at left) with Montgomery County 
Councilmembers Phil Andrews and Nancy Floreen.

This year, Interages’ volunteers donated more than 6,607 hours to help students succeed in school 
and life. Are you willing and able to join them?

See the back cover of this newsletter for information about our Volunteer Open House. Or contact 
Tricia Wilson, Interages’ Assistant Director, at 301.949.3551 or twilson@AccessJCA.org.

Honoring Austin
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See inside for your invitation to our

b 41st AnnuAl b Meeting & AwArds CereMonY
on September 9

YOU can be part 
of the solution!

Men and women age 50+ are invited to 
visit Interages Volunteer Open House to 
learn how they can contribute skills and 
wisdom to make a difference in the life of 
a Montgomery County student.

local students need help to succeed in school and life.

 WHEN:  Tuesday, September 9th, 2014
Drop by any time from 
10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.

 WHERE:  JCA Heyman Interages Center
12320 Parklawn Drive 
Rockville, MD 20852


