
A publication for the generous friends 
of the Jewish Council for the Aging®

www.AccessJCA.org

accessJCA
®

SUMMeR 2016

FRIEND US ON FACEbOOK: www.fb.com/AccessJCA

JCA has received 
two Federal Transit 

Administration grants from the 
Transportation Planning Board of the Metropolitan 
Washington Council of Governments.

“These awards resulted from a competitive grants 
process and reaffirm JCA’s expertise in transportation 
and collaborative senior services,” said Elinor Ginzler, 
our senior director of supportive services. “For 42 
years, JCA has been finding creative ways to help 
local seniors get where they want to go, safely and 
affordably. These grants reflect that focus and will 
allow us to serve even more people in need.”

A $250,000 grant will support the creation of a 
volunteer driver resource center that will serve 
Montgomery and Prince George’s Counties. Building 
on the success of other grant-funded JCA programs 
that help volunteer driver organizations, the new 
center will provide a ride-scheduling program, driver 
training, background checks and technical assistance 
to community-based groups, at no cost to them.

A second grant of $270,948 will support the 
purchase of three 20-passenger accessible buses 

as well as the maintenance of several vehicles in 
our fleet. The ElderBuses — perhaps JCA’s most 
known public face — transport participants 
to JCA’s Misler Adult Day Center and Gorlitz 
Kensington Club, our social day program. Through 
a partnership with the Montgomery County 
Department of Recreation, our buses and specially 
trained drivers also operate Senior Shuttles to five 
County senior centers.

All told, JCA’s ElderBuses traveled 127,000 miles 
during the fiscal year that ended on June 30, and 
they made nearly 46,000 passenger trips. The new 
vehicles will enable us to modernize our fleet and 
expand collaboration with diverse public and 
private organizations to transport more seniors 
and disabled adults.

Older adults using sidewalks and crosswalks — 
either on foot or in a wheelchair — can be  
especially vulnerable when 
drivers are impatient or 
inattentive. That’s why 
JCA recently supported 
some eye-catching ads.

Fueling the Future of 
Senior Transportation

See inside to learn about 
the Tired Faces campaign 
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Return to 
Work with 
The Career 
Gateway

In this five-
day series of 
workshops, 
jobseekers age 
50+ gain skills 
and strategies for 
a more successful 
job search — all 
for just $75! 

Upcoming series 
begin October 13 
and November 7.

For class times 
and more details, 
download a 
brochure at 
AccessJCA.org/
CareerGateway 
or call 
301.255.4215 or 
703.425.0999.

On May 15, more than 400 friends 
of JCA attended our Sylvia Blajwas 

Productive Aging Award Dinner, where 
we presented our 2016 Productive 
Aging Award to actor Sam Waterston 
and our 2016 Humanitarian Award to 
philanthropists Esthy and James Adler. 
Our awardees proved themselves to be 
inspirational role models!

The Dinner is JCA’s only annual 
fundraising event, and we extend our 
deepest gratitude to every guest and 
donor. We especially thank our 2016 
Dinner Committee, chaired by Phyllis 
and David Coburn, and our Silent 
Auction donors, who, thanks to Karen 
Lipson and her brigade of merry gift-
getters, took home plenty of prizes —  
tours, restaurant vouchers, home 
furnishings and more. 

In addition to recognizing current 
paragons of productive aging, the 
Dinner provides an opportunity to 

reflect on the contributions of friends 
and leaders who are no longer with us. 
This year, Sonia Atlas Levin (of blessed 
memory) was especially missed. Back in 
the early 90s, as a member of the JCA 
Board, Sonia helped establish the vision 
for our Dinner and then energized fellow 
community leaders to make that vision a 
reality, starting with our inaugural event 
in 1993. Assistant CEO Micki Gordon 
has managed all 23 Dinners with the 
kind of passion and creativity that 
would have made Sonia proud.

Law and Order JCA-style. Attorney Kenneth 
Feinberg was the perfect pick to interview Sam 
Waterston, who is best known for his long-
running role as D.A. Jack McCoy on TV’s Law & 
Order. Thank you, Ken!

Starstruck! Sam Waterston graciously chatted 
with Dinner guests and posed for photos, 
too. Despite his affability, his star power was 
undeniable. Here he is with adoring fan and 
JCA’s development assistant par excellence, 
Lorrie LeSchack.

More JCA superstars. We were honored to count 
many local dignitaries among our guests. Shown 
here with Sam Waterston (center), from left to 
right: Catherine Leggett (Montgomery County’s 
First Lady); the Hon. Isiah Leggett (Montgomery 
County Executive); the Hon. Sidney Katz 
(Montgomery County Councilmember); and the 
Hon. Cheryl Kagan (Maryland State Senator).

Photos: Harvey and Ira Levine

Thank You for Helping Us 
Celebrate Productive Aging!
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To download this year’s 
Dinner program,  
visit AccessJCA/ 

2016dinner
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Each year at our Sylvia Blajwas Productive Aging Award Dinner, the 
Jewish Council for the Aging shines a spotlight on what it means 
to age productively. This year, we presented our Productive Aging 
Award to actor, TV director and producer Sam Waterston and our 

Humanitarian Award to philanthropists Esthy and James Adler. 
They and the many exceptional individuals who have received our 

awards over the past 23 years are powerful role models and sources of 
inspiration to all of us.

At JCA, we believe that productive aging should be a universal way of life. In this 
newsletter, you will read how our transportation programs (and other programs, too) 
support and promote productivity in ways that often have a profound impact on seniors 
and their loved ones.

Ultimately, however, productive aging is a community endeavor. When seniors have the 
compassionate assistance, social support and opportunities they need to live as fully as 
possible — including staying connected to the community they love — we all benefit.

Each of us has the power to be a champion of local seniors. By volunteering with JCA and making 
gifts to our programs, you help ensure that aging productively becomes the norm for older adults 
from every walk of life and at every stage of life here in our Greater Washington community.

Thank you again for your personal and financial assistance and for your continued support 
of JCA — it is deeply appreciated.

Sheldon Grosberg, President

President’s Message

Thanks to five-star reviews from friends like you, 
GreatNonprofits named JCA a 
Top-Rated Nonprofit in 2014, 2015 and 2016

Follow JCA on Facebook 
at www.fb.com/AccessJCA for a  
daily dose of inspiration as well as 
facts and resources for aging —  
and living — well.



Safety is a serious issue for pedestrians of all 
ages. According to the National Highway 

Traffic Safety Administration, 4,735 pedestrians 
were killed in traffic crashes in the United States 
in 2013. That’s an average of one crash-related 
pedestrian death every two hours. 

The Tired Faces campaign uses serious 
images — faces symbolically blemished by 
tire treads — to remind drivers, pedestrians 
and bicyclists to look out for one another and 
follow traffic safety laws.

Now, a new group of Tired Faces ads is putting 
the spotlight on the safety of older pedestrians. 
This focus on seniors is important because they 
are especially vulnerable, with pedestrians ages 65 
and older accounting for 19 percent of those 2013 
fatalities, as well as an estimated 10 percent of all 
pedestrian injuries.

“It’s a serious campaign for a serious problem,” 
said David Gamse, CEO of the Jewish Council 
for the Aging. “We were proud to work with 
the Montgomery County Department of 
Transportation and teams of safety experts, 
communication professionals and advocates for 

Protecting Older Pedestrians



older adults to create images and messages 
that address the safety of local seniors.”

You can see the new images with a senior 
focus on many Montgomery County 
Ride On buses, as well as on transit shelters 
and in senior centers. 

Tired Faces is part of Street Smart, a 
program sponsored by the Metropolitan 
Washington Council of Governments 
and the National Capital Region 
Transportation Planning Board.

  Learn more at  
www.bestreetsmart.net

Our Prom 
is the Bomb!

On April 10, JCA hosted its fourth  
annual Senior Prom. Teen volunteers from 
BBYO spent the afternoon dancing and 
socializing with participants from JCA’s 
Kensington Club and Misler Center (where 
the Prom was hosted) as well as seniors who 
live at Landow House, Ring House and Revitz 
House. The prom was part of Good Deeds 
Day, an international day of giving back that 
is presented locally by The Jewish Federation 
of Greater Washington. We thank the staff 
and volunteers from BBYO and Charles 
E. Smith Life Communities who partnered 
with JCA to make this event possible. Special 
thanks to volunteer photographer Diane 
Rainey, who captured these smiling faces and 
many more — and even provided a sparkly 
backdrop for fun prom portraits!
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Join us for a festive reception beginning at 6 p.m., 
followed by a short program in the Ring House Social Hall, 

just a few steps from the Misler Center.

Tributes to two JCA heroes will form the cornerstone of this special Annual Meeting. 
Join us to celebrate Assistant CEO Micki Gordon’s 25th anniversary of service to JCA, and to cheer  
Nick Gross, ElderBus Volunteer, who will receive the 2016 Jacqueline Unger Community Service Award. 

For details, visit AccessJCA.org/AnnualMeeting2016.

All are welcome without charge | Business attire

Pre-registration is appreciated but not required.
To pre-register or for special accommodations, contact JCA Special Assistant 

Helda Sheldon at 301.255.4242 or hsheldon@AccessJCA.org.

Friends of JCA:

You Are Cordially Invited to
JCA’s 43rd Annual Meeting & Awards Ceremony

Tuesday, September 20, 2016 | 6 p.m. – 8 p.m.
JCA’s Albert & Helen Misler Adult Day Center

1801 East Jefferson Street in Rockville, Maryland
(on the terrace level of Ring House)

Sheldon Grosberg, President
Natalie Cantor, President-Elect


