
Tips to Motivate Students to Read 
 

→ When reading with students, it’s important to 

remember the “3 Es”: 

◊ Enthusiasm – If you’re excited about reading, it will rub off on your student.  Even if it’s the 5th 

year in a row you’ve read “the ant book”, approach it as if it’s the first time and you can’t wait to 

dive in and read it.  Enthusiasm is contagious and we want these students to catch it! 

◊ Expression – Model expressive reading to make the stories come alive for your students.  If 

there are multiple characters in the book, use a different voice for each one.  Don’t be afraid to 

act silly or be dramatic when reading – it will help your students stay interested in the book. 

◊ Encouragement – Positive, positive, positive!  These students are emerging readers and they 

benefit from a lot of positive feedback.  Try to make your feedback specific.  For example, rather 

than just saying, “good job,” you can say, “way to go – you learned 3 new words today”! 

 

→ For emerging readers: 

● Remember that an English speaking first grader enters the school year with a vocabulary of 

anywhere between 2,500 and 26,000 words – that’s a huge range!  ESOL students have to 

start with oral language to build their vocabulary before they can attempt a lot of reading.  Try 

simple word picture books to generate conversation as well as build vocabulary. 

● Allow students to preview the story before asking them to read it.  Looking at a text first 

allows the student to familiarize him/herself with the words and may reduce anxiety about 

reading out loud. 

● Try to make the story relevant to the child’s life.  For example, if you’re reading a story about 

animals, ask the student if s/he has any pets at home.   Asking questions that relate to the story 

will not only pique the student’s interest in reading, it will also help develop the oral language 

necessary to become a good reader.  Additionally, there are many smart phone apps that can 

be used appropriately to make books come alive for students.  Reading about a boy from 

Japan?  Pull up a map of the world on your phone and have your student find Japan.  Reading 

about an owl?  Download owl noises onto your phone and let your student listen to the hooting. 

● Let students try to sound out words before jumping in or correcting them.  If a child is 

struggling, try breaking the word down into more manageable “chunks”.  For example, break 

transportation down into trans – port – a – tion.  If your student is really having a difficult time, 

it’s always okay to read to your student to avoid him/her becoming frustrated with the process of 

reading. 



 

→ Selecting Books: 

¤ Select nonfiction as well as fiction.  The Eyewitness Series is a good one for ESOL students.  

They may also like graphic novels (comic books) from the children / young adult section.  

¤ Check out the section J398.2 in the library which contains folk tales from all over the world. 

¤ See the attached book lists for a variety of titles students enjoy. 

 

→ How to fill “down time” after you’ve completed the 

session’s reading and activities: 

* Make a list of all the new words the student learned from this week’s reading.  Include them 

on your student’s letter home, if s/he writes one. 

* Bring a “dessert book” to read with your student. 

* Use a notebook to create a journal of the stories you and your student read together.  You 

can cut out pictures from magazines of images relating to the story.  Your student can decorate 

the pages with pictures and text and, at the end of the school year, will have a nice memento. 

* Play word-related games such as: 

Hangman (use vocabulary words from this week’s reading) 

Create – A – Word (take a phrase such as “Happy Valentine’s Day” or “Welcome 

Spring” and see how many 3 or 4 letter words you can create from the letters in the 

phrase) 

Play word parchesi using grade 2 word wall words (gameboard and instructions 

attached – you make the cards using the list of word wall words) 

Share a word search, word scramble, or MadLibs together (samples attached) 

* For more ideas and materials:  

http://printables.familyeducation.com/  

http://www.pbs.org/parents/fungames/ 

http://www.theproblemsite.com/word_games.asp 

http://wonderopolis.org/ 

http://printables.familyeducation.com/
http://www.pbs.org/parents/fungames/
http://www.theproblemsite.com/word_games.asp
http://wonderopolis.org/


10 Non-Book Ways to Get Your Child 
Reading 

Inspire your child with these creative approaches. 

1. Play board games. Scrabble or Boggle are specifically good for building vocabulary and 
spelling. 

2. Collect trading cards. There are card series to appeal to most interests, from sports to 
space travel, Yu-Gi-Oh! to Beanie Babies. 

3. Learn “how to.” Is there something your child would really like to do, such as perform magic 
tricks or add sequins to her jeans? Encourage her to find out how by reading about it. 

4. Get cooking. Invite your child to help you bake a cake or a special meal together. If 
necessary, simplify and rewrite a recipe's instructions so he can read it to you. 

5. Make cards. Have your child make her own cards for holidays, birthdays, party invitations, 
and thank-yous. Help her write a personal message to each recipient. 

6. Create signs and labels. Help your early reader build his vocabulary by creating stickers or 
signs for his room that identify toys or furniture: "bike," "desk," etc. 

7. Take a road trip. Write down travel directions and have your child serve as navigator when 
you drive. Give your co-pilot a map before you go, and ask her to mark the route according to 
the directions. 

8. Put on a play. You can perform the play for a special celebration or family party. Help your 
child find an appealing script or create one together based on a favorite movie. Remind your 
child that he must memorize his lines by reading them over and over. 

9. Write messages for your child. Even if you spend hours together in the same room, there 
are many reasons to write to your child. Drop a letter in her school bag or email her a joke she 
can forward to her friends. Post a list of chores on the refrigerator, and write family news or 
appointments on a wall calendar. 

10. Host a scavenger hunt. Make a list of items that your child and his friends need to find 
inside your house or around the neighborhood. Provide written clues that lead to the treasures. 
 


